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Concerns on trapping cats that might be pregnant 
• Gestation is about 63 days but medical help needed to determine length of 

pregnancy 
• Questions the caretakers needs to ask when deciding to trap a possibility pregnant 

cat 
ü Should she have the kittens and then be fixed? We she survive the birth? 
ü Will I be able to catch the kittens young (4-6 weeks) and socialize them? 
ü Can I easily find homes for 3-6 kittens? The shelters will be full by April. 
ü Could I trap her and let the vet decide on what’s best? 

 
Catching/socializing kittens and using resource to find homes 
§ Insert a piece of firm cardboard about 12” long into the metal box trap and attach 

it to end of trap plate with tape then set the trap as usual. It will take less weight to 
trip the catch. 

§ Set trap as usual but tie a long cord to the open entry door. Watch from safe 
distance and manually release the door when the kitten is inside. 

§ Age is important! Attempt to catch kittens between 4 weeks (when they start to 
eat soft food) and 8 weeks. Kittens older that 8 weeks will take more time and 
effort to socialize. 

§ Handouts: Socializing Feral Kittens (www.urbancatleague.org), Taming Feral Kittens 
(www.feralcat.com), and several others on the S&S website 

§ S&S is a TNR group and works with many rescue/adoption groups to find homes for 
adoptable cats and kittens that have been socialized. Groups that have been helpful 
are: Feral Feline Project (Wheeling), All 4 the Love of Cats (Northbrook/Skokie), 
Save A Pet (Grayslake), Placing Paws (Vernon Hills), Animal Education and Rescue 
(Libertyville) and Fat Cat Rescue (North Chicago/Waukegan). Other humane groups 
in the area are WAGS (Waukegan Animals Get Saved) and St. Francis in Wisconsin.  

§ Many caretakers use Facebook to post their kittens’ pictures. S&S has a Facebook 
page where kittens/cats are posted along with their biography and suggestions on 
the home they would best fit into (kids, dogs, cats, etc.) Send to Lindsay at 
plutoball@comcast.net  

§ Best Friends article: How to Fine Homes for Homeless Pets        
 http://www.bestfriends.org/nomorehomelesspets/pdf/howtofindhomes.pdf  

 
Dealing with Bully Cats  
Caretaker has a friendly tom that was neutered in November that chases his original 
colony members away at feeding time. The group had the following suggestions: 
1. Feed the bully first, he might be less likely to chase if he’s full. 
2. Feed in two locations some distance away from each other. 
3. Let him inside to eat while the others eat outside. 
4. Be patient while his male hormones subside and he realizes that he doesn’t have to 

fight for food. 
5. He’s chosen you as his and is scared of other cats competing for the resources 

(food and safety). 
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6. Cage him in a large dog cage with litter box in the garage or basement for 1 month. 
His hormones will subside further and he will learn that he doesn’t have to fight. 

7. Relocate him to a safe barn, always the last option and only when a cat is in danger. 
 

Being a Good Neighbor 
• Keeping neighbors happy with your colony is important because neighbor disputes 

can result in cat(s) being trapped and taken to Animal Control, fees for their 
release, permanent removal from your property and no place else to go. Re-homing 
is about 50% effective with many cats disappearing from their new location. 

• Feed cats away from public view, paint the shelter a natural color, establish  
“bathroom” areas on your property, talk to your neighbor about your efforts (rabies 
shots, no more kittens, not attracting skunks, possum, raccoons, eliminate mating 
behaviors) 

• Handouts on S&S website-Building Good Relationships for the Cat Colony, Help Your 
Neighbors Keep the Cats out of their Yard, Also see Alley Cat Allies website 
www.alleycat.org for more info 
 

Using a Drop Trap  
o Drop trap is good for catching an elusive cat or the last few of a large colony. DO 

NOT use to catch kittens, they can be injured or killed by wood frame. 
o Supplies on hand: wood frame drop trap, metal box trap, beach towel, large 

sheet/blanket, delicious food in a small bowl, a helper. Apply a bit of bar soap to the 
wood door so it will slide easily. 

o Place drop trap on a flat surface, anchor the flat board with a heavy item like a large 
flower pot, prop the trap open with stake provided and put food far back and 
center. Keep large blanket nearby. With rope in hand, watch trap from safe distance 
with box trap and beach towel. 

o Pull the stake and immediately cover the box with blanket. This will calm the cat. 
Align the trap doors and place your foot behind the box trap to anchor it. Cover the 
box trap EXCEPT the far end with the beach towel so the cat will see that as an 
escape door. 

o Open the door on the box trap first and then the wooden door, keeping them 
aligned and tight to each other. Slowly pull the blanket off the drop trap exposing 
the area away from the door first so that it will run into the box trap. Close the box 
trap door and cover it entirely. 

Trapping Tidbits 
ü Tie colorful pipe cleaners to entry door on box trap so you can see them from a 

distance when the trap is set and know when the door is down without 
disturbing the trapping area. 

ü Clean traps thoroughly before returning to the trap depot 
 

New Vet Clinic 
 4 Paws Animal Hospital, 1187 S. Milwaukee, Libertyville 847-549-3616 (near the 

Baker’s Square) 
 Care Animal Hospital in Libertyville gives 20% discount on services to S&S 

volunteers/caretakers 
 The S&S office will schedule all spay/neuter surgeries to the appropriate vet clinic 
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How Can I Help? 

§ Trap, transport to vet, aftercare following surgery 
§ Put a coin can in a business you frequent 
§ Take yellow door hangers to your vet, park district, coffee stop, police station, 

etc. 
§ Donate cat food and large bath towels  
§ return calls to Spanish-speaking caretakers 
§ E-mail photos with maximum pixels to tileman35@aol.com or 

lswartzle@ohlschool.org  

Garage Sale Fundraiser 
•  NEEDS: clean, gently used items such as small appliances, furniture, men’s work 

clothes/shoes, children’s clothes/shoes, sporting goods, lawn/garden items, 
artwork, tools, pet care items, house wares, dishes, lamps, decorator items, linens.  

• NO WOMEN’S CLOTHING 
• Drop off donations May 12-15 between 4 and 7 pm 
• Volunteers: May 15-16 after 5 pm to sort/price AND May 17-18 7am-5pm to 

sell/pack  
• Contact Julie Wheeler wheeler.julie@comcast.net  

 
 Resources 
> Free dog/cat doors    Julie Wheeler wheeler.julie@comcast.net  
>Shelters     check www.craigslist.org  
>Heated water bowls $9   S&S office 847-548-1980 
>Free straw     Linda Calhoun 847-722-7428 
>Low-cost Pet Vaccination Clinics (countywide) and Vernon Hills Police Dept. Microchip 
Clinic (Apr 27) health.lakecountyil.gov 
>Colleen’s Sweet Treat colleensweetreats.com (delicious, decorated bakery items) and 
Sweaters –n- Sweets sweatersnsweets.com (cats/dog sweaters, cat/dog/horse treats) 
donates 25% to S&S 
 
 


